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LAC STE. ANNE COUNTY RAISES CONCERNS ABOUT INCREASING
PROVINCIAL COSTS IMPACTING LOCAL TAXPAYERS

Sangudo, Alberta — Tuesday, March 10, 2026

Lac Ste. Anne County Council is raising concerns about increasing provincial costs that are affecting municipal budgets
and local taxpayers. Recent changes to the provincial education property tax and continued increases in policing costs are
contributing to growing financial pressures for communities across Alberta.

County Reeve Jurgen Preugschas says residents often see only the final property tax bill, even though some costs are
determined outside municipal control.

“Residents receive one property tax bill from the County, but not all of the costs on that bill are decisions made locally. It's
important that residents understand which portions of their tax bill are determined by the province. Clear communication
helps ensure taxpayers know where their money is going.”

Provincial Education Property Tax

In Alberta, municipalities are required to collect the provincial education property tax on behalf of the Government of
Alberta. While the tax appears on municipal property tax notices, the rates are set by the province, and the funds are
forwarded to the Alberta School Foundation Fund to support K-12 education across the province.

For example, on a residential property assessed at $400,000, the provincial education property tax will increase from
approximately $1,040 to $1,108 per year, an increase of about $68, before any changes to related property assessment.
While the rate increase is approximately 6.5 percent, it contributes to a significantly higher total requisition from
municipalities across Alberta.

Rising Policing Costs

Council is also highlighting the continued rise in provincial policing costs for services provided through the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, Alberta’s designated provincial police service. In Alberta, municipalities are required to contribute toward
the cost of contract policing, with those costs collected through municipal property taxes.

As a result, a portion of the property taxes collected in the community is directed toward policing services and remitted to
the Government of Alberta for that purpose. This means that a share of every property tax dollar paid by residents supports
policing services in the community.

Calculating again, based on a residential property assessed at $400,000, the provincial policing portion will increase from
approximately $108 to $144 per year, increasing by roughly $36, via a rate increase of approximately 32.9 percent.

Because both the provincial education property tax and provincial policing costs are largely outside municipal control, these
increases make it more difficult to manage the local taxation level.

“Council understands the importance of funding essential services like education and policing,” said Reeve Preugschas.
“However, when provincially driven costs continue to rise, it limits the flexibility the County has to manage property taxes and
keep them affordable for residents.”

Council will continue to advocate for transparency and sustainable funding approaches so residents clearly understand how
their property tax dollars are being allocated.

Residents with questions about property taxes or municipal services are encouraged to contact the County.
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